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The Power of the Gospel 
CARE Group Companion – Luke 3:15-20 

 
Please NOTE: this is only a tool. If you find certain questions aren’t helpful for your group… skip 
them! If questions fire discussions don’t cut it short. Give your group the freedom to follow the 

whisper of the Holy Spirit. 
Rev. Paul N. Woodburn 

This past week I read about an ISIS militant 
who came to saving faith in Jesus after 
encountering Christ in a dream.1  Stories like 
these are almost impossible to verify, and I 
personally  have no way of validating its 
authenticity.  However, it’s not the first time 
believers around the world have shared stories 
of miraculous conversions.   
 
Wouldn’t it be great if God were to appear to all 
of your unsaved friends, unsaved family 

members, unsaved loved ones in a dream.  Could you imagine waling up tomorrow to 
the ringing of  the phone or a stream of text messages saying, “Christ spoke to me in a 
dream!  I’m a believer now!”? 
 
What does this have to do with our text this week? 
 
As we pick up the story in Luke’s narrative we find Jesus at the point of a new 
beginning.2 The last we heard of Him, Jesus was 12 years old but already had a clear 
sense of  mission.  To “be about His Father’s business?”  And  “even though his parents 
didn’t understand what He meant, Jesus returned with them to Nazareth and was 
submissive to them.” (Luke 2:49-50) 
 
This likely means that Jesus trained as and becomes a carpenter, a faithful son, living 
obscurely in Nazareth….  
 
But now the time has come for Him to step into the role for which He was born.  To take 
on the mantle of His Messiahship. 
 

Read Luke 3:15-20 
 

                                            
1www.christiantoday.com/article/isis.militant.coverts.to.christianity.after.meeting.jesus.in.a.deam/55408.htm 
2 Larson, B., & Ogilvie, L. J. (1983). Luke (Vol. 26, p. 78). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson 
Inc. 
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What’s your Mant le? 
This past Sunday, the message concluded with a series of questions which were also 
printed on the back of the bulletin.  Did you take some time to work through those 
questions? 
 
1. What is your purpose… passion… reason for being? 

 
 

2. What Has God called  you to do? 
 
Please, please, please… if you don’t know how to answer these first two questions take 
some time (right now even) and bring them before God in Prayer.  In fact, if you 
accomplish nothing else in this week’s study that’s OK.   
 
That’s how important …how urgent it is that you wrestle through these truths. 

 
 

3. How are you going about inviting the Holy Spirit to shake, burn, fill or use you 
in the fulfilment of that purpose? 

 
This last question is the one that brings together the opening sentence and our passage 
from Luke.  The power of the Holy Spirit!  True, God could speak to all the unsaved 
folks in your life through a series of dreams… but instead He has chosen to work 
through you! 
 
WOWS!  What a privilege!  The Holy Spirit wants to work 
through you to impact someone else’s eternity!  That’s your 
calling!  That’s your purpose!  That should be your 
passion and you cannot do it without the power of the 
Holy Spirit.   
 
…Jesus didn’t (Luke 3:22) 
 
Here are some other questions for thought and study.   
God often uses others to help us discern and walk His 
purpose 
4. Are you willing to share what you believe your 

purpose is with the others in your group? 
5. What does John the Baptist mean by “baptism with the 

Holy Spirit and with fire”?  
6. Have you received this baptism?  
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