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Text: Luke 5:12-17 
 

If You are willing… 
 
What a curious question… and a sticky dilemma.  You see, clearly this man had heard 
of Jesus’ power.  Perhaps he had heard of how Jesus 
had healed a blind man or cast out demons.  He knew 
Jesus had power.  This is why he could say with 
confidence, “…You can make me clean.” 
 
He just didn’t know if Jesus was willing or not… 
 
Maybe he wasn’t sure because he was a “unclean” leper.  
Maybe he was uncertain because He didn’t know if he was 
important enough.  Maybe he thought there were special 
words or that Jesus only healed special people…  “I know 
You can… I just don’t know if You’re willing.” 
 
What stands out for me is that this man knew about Jesus… but he didn’t know Jesus! 
 
I’m reading (and enjoying) a book entitled “What Was I Thinking: Things I’ve Learned 
Since I Knew It All.  When I read the following line I found myself re-reading it… several 
times… for several days in a row….  

 
“I used to think that understanding God was the main thing. 

It isn’t. 
The main thing is being loved by Him.”i 

 
I can’t help but wonder if we should be talking more about Jesus’ love than His power. 
 

1. What do you think?  Would you rather hear about Jesus’ love or Jesus’ 
power? 

2. What does it mean to focus on God’s love vs. God’s power? 
3. How does one move from knowing “about Jesus” to “knowing Jesus”? 
4. What are some things that you have don (or are doing) to develop your 

relationship with people at work, school, in the neighbourhood, etc.? 
5. Do you think those same things might help you deepen your relationship 

with Jesus? 
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i Brown, Steve (2006-07-18). What Was I Thinking?: Things I've Learned Since I Knew It All (p. 23). 
Howard Books. Kindle Edition. 

                                            


